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Trainer notes: 
Activity 3c. 
How well adapted is your area to climate change? 

– Site visit
Suggested use:

· Use this site visit to have a look at a specific green space or neighbourhood and think about what features of it are good in terms of adaptation, and what features could be included (if there were any opportunities to do so) to make it better adapted to climate change. 

· This activity helps to reinforce and ‘make more real’ some of the learning in activities 1 and 2

· Use with all groups, as an alternative to the indoors exercise (activity 3b)

· May be especially useful with groups who have a good knowledge of their area or site (e.g. a ‘Friends of’ or residents group), or if there is some opportunity to influence ongoing management or regeneration plans for the area.

Estimated time: 1½ hours

Material needed:

· You will have to have undertaken any necessary risk assessments and/or health and safety assessments as required by your organisation

· Print out of trainer notes; use discussion notes to help stimulate discussion, and prompt good and bad adaptation features to look out for. You may decide that it us useful to hand out copies of the discussion notes to everyone attending the event, in which case copy these into another document and print enough copies for everyone.

· It could be useful to hand out maps, plans and aerial photos of the area you are visiting in advance (an alternative would be to show these on the screen before you go out on the site visit, in which case you would need a computer, projector and screen). Use Google Maps (http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?hl=en&tab=wl) to print out (or to get screenshots for a Powerpoint presentation) maps and satellite images of your local area. It is useful to have 1 set of map and satellite images zoomed out sufficiently to see the neighbourhood or context of the site you are interested in, and at least 1 set zoomed in to a site of specific interest. Make sure you have enough copies for all attendees. You could ask them to mark on them as they go round; highlighting where there are green infrastructure features that make the area well adapted to climate change and areas where features could be added or improved. Paper, pens and clipboards may be useful for jotting down ideas as you go around.

· Take a camera if you want to ask the group to take photos of good and bad features, especially if you intend to follow up the training with some kind of display or to input into any plans.

Instructions:

· In advance – Select a site or area to visit which is of relevance to your reasons for running the training or your group’s interests. Whichever site is chosen you need to be honest with attendees as to whether there is any opportunity to influence changes taking place, or whether the visit is just for educational purposes. The site you choose could be a:

· Specific green space – which could be writing a management plan; subject to investment; have lots of great adaptation features to point out and champion; have few adaptation 

features of merit so would encourage discussion; have an active friends of group who could implement changes suggested.

· Neighbourhood – which could be undergoing regeneration, development or investment (and where there may be real opportunities to act upon the comments made by attendees); an area which already has a lot of green infrastructure, so the discussion would be more about protecting what is there and making it better to help to adapt to climate change; an area which has little green infrastructure, so the discussion may be about creative ways of introducing more green infrastructure into the area and where you would most need it. 

· In advance – Consider logistics of getting to the site.

· In advance – Familiarise yourself with the site you are going to visit; plan a route around it in order to look at areas that are better or worse adapted to climate change, and to identify any good or bad features in advance which you can discuss as a group.

· Take the group out and ask them as they walk around to reflect on what features make the area well adapted to climate change (i.e. to warmer and wetter winters, hotter and drier summers, and more extreme events such as heatwaves and heavy rainfall).

· If taking a map or plan, ask them to mark good or bad features on it as they walk around.

· If you want to make a display, you could take a camera with you and ask the group to take photos of good and bad features of the area (maybe to tie in with the markings on the map).

· Have a debriefing at the end of the walk and encourage the group to contribute. What are the best and worst features about the site in terms how well adapted it is to climate change? What would they like to improve? You could try to get them to prioritise 3 things to champion (e.g. “keep lots of large trees”) and 3 things to change (e.g. “more water storage areas built into the park to reduce flooding in the neighbourhood”). If there are opportunities, this could then feed into ongoing management plans, regeneration plans, etc for the area (but don’t get up hopes if you are not linking into these plans).

Further information:

These suggestions are intended to help you prepare as well as to point the group towards. Before doing the latter please check that the links still work and that the content is of relevance to your group.

N.B. The websites given below are the same as those given for activity 3b. How well adapted is your area to climate change? – Indoors exercise. 

Right Trees http://www.right-trees.org.uk 

This website helps you decide what trees are suitable to plant in London and other urban areas in the face of a changing climate. It's intended for use by planners, landscape designers, developers, ecologists and other professionals, but should always be used in conjunction with sound advice from a qualified arboriculturist. It also has links for amateur gardeners and interested members of the public http://www.right-trees.org.uk/public.aspx.

Climate change adaptation guide http://www.tcpa.org.uk/data/files/bd_cca.pdf
Climate Change Adaptation by Design: A Guide for Sustainable Communities (TCPA, 2007). This is probably more useful for professionals than community groups.

Climate change case study http://www.coastms.co.uk/resource/1903/retrieve 

This link is to a presentation about Mayesbrook Park in London, which is being re-designed to take into account climate change. It claims that it will be the UK’s first climate change public park. Googling Mayesbrook Park throws up other interesting information.

De-culverting case study http://www.qwag.org.uk/quaggy/flood.php
Sutcliffe Park in Greenwich is a good example of a park where a culverted river was brought to the surface and re-naturalised in order to prevent flooding downstream in Lewisham. As a result, the park now has a lot more visitors, of different ages, taking part in different activities, and staying for longer.

Parks, People and Nature  http://legacy.london.gov.uk/gla/publications/environment/parks_people_and_nature.pdf
Parks, People and Nature: A guide to enhancing natural habitats in London’s parks and green spaces in a changing climate. London based, but has some interesting information in it.
Discussion notes:

Key points to reflect on:

· What green infrastructure features of the area are good in terms of adaptation?

· What features would make the area better in terms of helping us to adapt to climate change?

It will be useful to think about the neighbourhood context, e.g.:

· Is it in a dense urban area, on the edge of an urban area, or in the countryside?

· Are there any plans to change or redevelop the area?
· Is there much green infrastructure in the area (e.g. are there many parks, do people have their own back gardens, are there street trees, is there a river or canal, etc)?
· Who are the people who use or live in the area (e.g. school children, lots of elderly people) and what are their specific needs from the area (e.g. shopping, playing, benches to sit on and rest)?
· Are there any known weather related issues in the area (e.g. an area that always floods or is very low lying, very built up parts that overheat during hot weather, a place where people gather or avoid when it is hot)?
· If you have visited the area before, think about how you have felt and where they would want to go to in different weather (e.g. are there areas where it is especially windy, or benches that you know are in the shade when the sun is out, areas which get wet and boggy).
You could structure your discussion around the various features that are good for climate change adaptation (there may be other ideas of features too); looking out for areas where these features currently are, as well as for areas where you might want to try to add them:

· Open green surfaces – parks, gardens, road verges, etc

· Trees – street trees, large shade giving mature trees (are they in places where they are most needed for their shade, such as in front of buildings and in places where people gather?), is there a good mixture of ages in the trees (a mixture of young and old trees is best to make sure that they don’t all die at the same time)

· Water features – fountains, ponds, rivers, swales, temporary or permanent rainwater collection areas, water butts – can people get to them or is access restricted?

· Wild areas and planting for wildlife
· Is there a good mixture of different species of trees and other plants? (The greater the variety then the less chance there is of them all dying from a disease)
· Green roofs and green walls
· Pergolas or other green features that provide shade
· Variety of microclimates – is there a good mixture of places to be if you want to be in the sun, the shade, sheltered from the wind, etc? Are any benches located in a mixture of sunny, shady and non-windy locations, so that people have lots of choice depending on the weather that day?
· Footpaths and signposts to encourage people to use the area – do people know where their local spaces are and how you could link them to have a green walking or cycling route?

· Permeable surfaces (that will help to let rain water into the ground rather than it all rushing into the drains and causing flooding) – these can be in areas that don’t have a really high vehicle use, such as driveways, car parks and parking bays, less used roads.
Conclusion:

· You could try to get them to prioritise 3 things to champion (e.g. “keep lots of large trees”) and 3 things to change (e.g. “more water storage areas built into the park to reduce flooding in the neighbourhood”). 

· If there are opportunities, this could then feed into ongoing management plans, regeneration plans, etc for the area (but don’t get up hopes if you are not linking into these plans).

Return to training homepage: www.ginw.co.uk/climatechange/training.htm 
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