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The Past 

• Regional Spatial Strategy 
legacy. 

• Sub-Regional GI 
Frameworks. 

• High level spatial evidence 
base, direction of travel 
and strategic spatial 
framework. 

 

• Abolition of RSS.  

• Sub-regional Frameworks 
– non-statutory advice. 



The Present. 

• The emergence of; 

 

• National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

• New Local Plans. 

• Local Nature Partnerships. 

• Local Economic 
Partnerships. 

 

• But new governance 
structures are still bedding 
in – early days. 

 

• Section 114 

• Local planning authorities 
should set out a strategic 
approach in their Local 
Plans, planning positively 
for the creation, 
protection, enhancement 
and management of 
networks of biodiversity 
and green infrastructure. 

 



The Future. 

• Is always dangerous to 
predict ! 

 

• What are the likely policy 
drivers? 

 

• How will these affect GI 
delivery? 

 

• Who will pay? 



Likely Policy Drivers. 

• Climate Change 
Adaptation. 

• Water management and 
flood risk. 

• The push for growth – new 
places, better old ones, a 
new context for the 
Natural Economy. 

• Repairing and preparing 
the environment – 
ecosystem services and 
ecological networks. 

• Health and wellbeing – our 
natural health service. 

 



How will these affect GI delivery. 

• They will drive spatial 
delivery – align with needs 
of the driver. 

• They will affect the sorts of 
“interventions” – fit to 
purpose. 

• May offer new funding 
possibilities – but the 
customer will want a say 
on what and where. 

 



Who pays ? 

• Health commissioning and 
public health. 

• PES schemes. 

• Biodiversity Offsets. 

• S106 / CIL. 

• Growth driven funding, 
such as in Atlantic 
Gateway. 

• RDPE – future role? 

 

• Much interest in 
“alignment” of resources – 
but how? 

• Total Environment 
approaches.  More with 
less? 



We cannot predict the future. 
But there’s nothing wrong with  
a little aspiration ! 

Salford Now Salford Future ? 



Pete Frost, Senior Urban Officer 

Countryside Council for Wales 

Green Infrastructure in 

Wales 

 
- An update. 



Policies 



Activities – all Wales 



Activities - regional 



Coming up 

 



Conclusion 

• A lot of good things happening 

• Little coordination 

• Strategic approach required: 

– What is needed 

– For what purpose 

– What to we actually have 

– Where are the gaps 

– What are our options 



 



Total Environment  
Weaver Valley 

Jane Staley 

C&W GI Partnership 







• How can GI help 

– Improve Health and Wellbeing 

– Manage water 

– Provide energy  

 

 

In the Weaver Valley? 



Natural Health Service 



Super Suds 

 



Wood Allotments 

 



Can we do it? 

 



Flintshire Green Infrastructure
Mapping, Quantifying and Measuring the Resource



The County of Flintshire 



Flintshire
» 12th Largest Welsh Authority (out of 22)
» Semi Urban Authority
» 438 square miles
» 148,000 Population
» Typically Low Unemployment Rate (2%)
» Retained Important Manufacturing Facilities

» Toyota Engine Factory
» British Aerospace (A380 Wings)
» Tata Steel (formerly Corus)



Overview of County Environmental Assets



The Clwydian Area of 
Outstanding Natural 
Beauty

The Clwdyian AONB is managed 
by a dedicated Management 
Board with support from 
Flintshire and Denbighshire 
County Councils

Heather moorland, limestone 
crags, woodland and rolling 
farmland, it covers an area of 62 
sq miles following the ridge of 
the hills. The Clwydian Range 
forms a 35km north to south 
chain of undulating hills 
extending to 160 sq km and 
rising to 554 metres at the 
summit of Moel Famau.



The Commons

The Holywell and Halkyn 
Common sits above the 
Flintshire Coast on a belt of 
Limestone hills running south 
from Prestatyn in the north, to 
Hope Mountain. Lead mining and 
ore extraction has been 
commonplace here and a recent 
survey in the area has recorded 
in excess of 250 mine sites. 
These areas provide open access 
countryside for the enjoyment of 
local communities.



The Country Parks

-Wepre Park in the heart of 
Connahs Quay and Shotton

- Greenfield Valley Heritage Park 
serving Holywell and Greenfield 
and providing linkages to St. 
Winifreds Well – the “Lourdes”
of Wales

- Waen y Llyn Country Park 
centreing around a Wetland 
Nature Reserve and converted 
trackbed.

- Loggerheads Country Park & 
Moel Famau Country Park – the 
AONB.



Special Areas of 
Conservation; Special 
Areas of Protection and 
SSSI’s

- 24 SSSI’s
- 6 Special Areas of Conservation
- 2 Special Protection Areas
- & the Dee RAMSAR



Non-Statutory Wildlife 
Sites

In Flintshire there are 265 non-
statutory sites of local wildlife 
importance. Many of these are 
local woodlands and are well 
related to existing statutory 
protected wildlife sites. It is these 
sites that provide the crucial 
wildlife linkages between 
statutory wildlife sites and wider 
open countryside.



The River Dee Estuary 
and Coastline

The Dee is physically and 
visually. Separated by the A548 
and the Railway

In Flintshire it is estimated that 
over half of the population live 
within 3 miles of the River Dee / 
Dee Estuary.

Pressure for Development is 
considerable

Deprivation is considerable

There is an industrial legacy and 
many brownfield sites exist.



Approach to Openspace 
in Flintshire



Different Terminology
» Green Space
» Blue Space
» Grey Space
» Open Space 
» Public Open Space (POS)
» Public Realm 
» Amenity Space
» Wildlife Corridors / Networks
» Green Corridors / Networks
» Green Infrastructure



Flintshire Openspaces

Assessment of all open space 
within identified settlements. 

The Openspace Survey of 
Flintshire mapped boundaries of 
openspaces and also sought to 
identify distinct areas of function 
and character.

This survey identified 865 
openspaces across the County 
totalling 710 hectares of land. 
However this generally excludes 
the AONB, SSSI’s, Non-Stat 
Wildlife Sites, Commons, 
Country Parks, and the Coast 
and River Dee.



Flintshire Openspaces

This is an example of how we 
have tried to map character and 
function of open spaces. Whilst 
the survey was undertaken in 
2005 the 2010 update 
demonstrated that the spaces 
had not changed significantly.



Mapping Limitations
Mapping identifies spatial patterns of distribution 
and provides significant quantitative data

BUT

We have yet to identify a sucessful Mapping 
solution that can accurately assess the Quality of a 
Space without the need for Site Visits and 
Individual ‘Value Based’ Assessments



Qualitative Assessments, Studies, 
Plans and Strategies



Play Assessments

In 2010 Welsh Government 
introduced new legislation 
making childrens play a statutory 
requirement of local authorities.

In October 2012 Welsh 
Government released its 
Regulations requiring the 
provision of Play Sufficiency 
Assessments of all Community 
Areas by February 2013. This 
would be followed by the need 
for the production of action plans 
to address identified play 
deficiency areas.



County Wide Desktop 
Play Sufficiency 
Assessment

This map shows in red those 
areas that appear to be poorly 
served by play areas. This 
exercise will help in targeting 
those community areas where 
there is a greater chance for play 
deficiency. 



Detailed Qualitative 
Flintshire Play 
Assessments

In preparation for the release of 
the Play Sufficiency 
Assessments Flintshire has 
already completed a survey of all 
200 fixed play sites to identify 
qualitative deficiency in 
provision. 

This detailed assessment in 
association with the County Wide 
approach will help identify 
whether play deficiencies exist.



Detailed Qualitative 
Flintshire Play 
Assessments (2)



Detailed Qualitative 
Flintshire Play 
Assessments (3)



The Accessible Natural 
Greenspace Toolkit

Flintshire are in the process of 
undertaking a Accessible Natural 
Greenspace Study of all green 
space across the County. 

This plan shows the various 
different mapping layers that 
form the basis for that 
assessment. Many of these 
layers have already been 
presented ie the Environmental 
Assets.



The Accessible Natural 
Green Space Study

This plan shows the working 
hypothesis regarding 
naturalness and accessibility. 

The task of the Study was to 
challenge this hypothesis 
through a process of “Ground 
Truthing / On Site Assessments”.

Data has been collected for all 
these sites and each sites has 
been scored in terms of 
naturalness and accessibility (1-
5).

The Final Study has yet to be 
released.



Creating an Active 
Wales / Flintshire

Creating an Active Wales and the 
local Flintshire Health 
Partnership that later formed the 
Creating an Active Flintshire 
represents a key step change in 
the approach to Flintshire Open 
Spaces. 

- Future NHS Obesity Crisis 
- 5x60 a Week (Children)
- 5x30 a Week (Adults)
- One Day More



The “one day more” target in the national plan is that by 2020, 
the average number of days that adults and children are 

physically active increases by one day. 

ONE DAY MORE



The River Dee Green 
Infrastructure Studies

Working with the Mersey Dee 
Alliance and partner Local 
Authorities and Agencies two 
Green Infrastructure Action 
Plans have been produced in 
Flintshire. 



What is Green Infrastructure?

‘A strategically planned & delivered network of natural 
& man-made green (land) & blue (water) spaces that 

sustain natural processes. It is designed & managed as 
a multifunctional resource capable of delivering a wide 

range of environmental & quality of life benefits for 
society‘

(CIRIA,2011)





Action Plan Areas

Flintshire Coast
Crewe 
Chester - Ellesmere Port
Neston – Chester
Denbighshire (June 2012)





Flintshire Coast Action Plan
• Introduction to Flintshire
• Evidence Base
• Initiatives, Projects and Key Assets
• Opportunities for Green Infrastructure
• Action Plan Themes

– Settlement Greening
– Connected to the Coast
– Adapting to Climate Change
– GI in Planning Policy











Northern Gateway Opportunity
165ha Site
- 98ha Employment
- 25ha Housing
- 40ha Greenspace



Achievements So Far



The Flintshire Coastal Path











The Flintshire Unitary 
Development Plan 

The identification and digital 
mapping of green space across 
the County has resulted in 159 
individual green spaces being 
identified and listed for formal 
protection within the now 
adopted UDP.



Queen Elizabeth II 
Playing Fields Challenge

27 Nominations from Flintshire 
Community Councils. 17 of 
which were confirmed by 
Flintshire County Council and 
put forward to the QEII Playing 
Fields Challenge being organised 
by Fields in Trust.

The 17 candidate QEII Playing 
Fields have an estimated area of 
50 hectares and will be 
confirmed in early 2013.



Whats Next



The Green Space Strategy
» The Green Space Strategy will be the key driver in 

taking forward next steps. 
» The Strategy is being driven by a core group of 

Officers representing Planning, Economic 
Development, Transportation, Leisure, Property and 
Streetscene Services.

» Ongoing Public Engagement will be key to delivery.





Key Aspirations
» Form a County Wide Network of “Park Friends” groups
» Develop a Communication Network for promoting Flintshire 

Green Spaces eg events, activities etc..
» Develop Local Landscape Management Plans for key Green 

Spaces
» Develop further the concept and practicalities of a Dee 

Riverside & Coastal Park
» Secure Green Flag status for all Flintshire “Destination”

Green Spaces
» Develop an annual rolling programme of Green Space 

dedications to the Owain Glyn Dwr Scheme 
» Develop and Adopt a Qualitative Benchmark Standard for 

Green Space
» Annually Monitor and Report changes in Green Space Quality



Green Infrastructure for  

Health and Wellbeing 

Sarah Dewar  

Third Sector and Sustainability Lead  

Liverpool Primary Care Trust 



          

• Pic of one of victorian parks 



EVIDENCE FOR GI?  

… improves mental and physical health 

and shown to reduce health inequalities 

The Marmot Review 2009 

 

   NEW HORIZONS.…NICE.…CABE….NHS 

HEATWAVE PLAN…PUBLIC HEALTH 

WHITE PAPER.. 



Natural 

England 

People who live furthest from 

public parks 27% more likely to 

be overweight or obese. 

Children able to play in natural 

green space gained 2.5 kg less 

per year than children who did 

not have such opportunities.  

1,300 extra deaths each year in 

UK among lower income 

groups in where the provision of 

green space is poor.  

 



WHAT CAN GI DO? 

Increase physical activity 

Improve air quality 

Opportunities for growing food locally 

Improve mental health  

Social cohesion 

Adaptation to climate change  

Reduce symptoms ADHD… 



 

POOR 

HEALTH  

+  

LOW LEVELS 

OF GI 

FUNCTION 

 =  

 NEED FOR 

ACTION 

 





Five Ways…  

• Natural choices 

to Wellbeing  





  Natural choices  

   for health 

• £296, 000 funds 

available 

• 122 Expressions 

of Interest 

received 

• 38 successful 

projects being 

delivered 

 

 



http://www.projectdirtliverpool.com/


Equal  

Well  

Green 
Vision 

That Liverpool in 2020 is a city region where 

health and wellbeing are at the heart of our 

purpose, culture, planning and action. Where 

communities, public bodies and private 

organisations are all working together in a 

Liverpool which is more 



PLACES: Theme Working Group 
 

2nd March 2012 

GreenPrint 
for Growth  

http://www.amion.co.uk/






A NEW RELATIONSHIP  
THE CITY       CITY NORTH       SUBURBS 

“A statement of ambition and intent,  a framework for coordinating 
investment and actions…….. not a masterplan! 





TODAY 



    Headlines 
 

• The city structure is defined by the 
strategic highways connections that 
divide and enclose residential 
neighbourhoods and dominate first 
impressions 

 
• Residential neighbourhoods are 

clustered around city parks, the 
Leeds and Liverpool Canal and 
Crosby Coastal Park 
 

• The operational port and Atlantic 
Avenue (A565) separates city north 
from the riverbank 
 

• Dunningsbridge Road separates 
the city suburbs and coastal parks 
in the north from the city north 
 

• Leeds Street and Islington separate 
the city north, football stadia and 
Everton Park from the city centre, 
city quarters and waterfront 
 

Today – disconnected neighbourhoods and identities  



   Headlines 
 

• A disconnected part of the city with 
no clear identity 

 
• Isolated and introverted residential 

neighbourhoods and communities  
 

• Isolated and introverted  
employment neighbourhoods 
 

• Isolated city destinations – football 
stadia and Everton Park 
 

• Poor quality approaches and arrival 
for city investors and visitors 
 

• City centre economies are 
discouraged from expanding north 
across Leeds Street and Islington 
 

• Valuable rail stations and city 
infrastructure remains underused 
 

• Valuable environmental assets 
(canal, city parks) remain hidden 
and underused 
 

• Connections to the coastline and 
waterfront are discouraged 
 
 

Today – isolated and introverted 



    Consultation Feedback 
 

• Three key ‘city investor’ groups 
 

• Local neighbourhoods and 
action groups 

• City North players 
• International players 

 
• Working in relative isolation, focus 

is on doing 
 

• Willing to work together given the 
right circumstances 
 

• Full spectrum of different priorities 
 

• timescale 
• today/tomorrow, next week 
• this year 
• 5 to 30 + years…. 

 
• city scales 

• site/plot/street 
• neighbourhood/city north 
• city + 

 
• scale of change 

• plant a tree 
• plant an allotment 
• build 350 homes 
• build an inland port berth 

 Today – investment status _ disconnected 



     
‘City investor’ groups…  

 
• International players, looking for…… 

 
• …ways to contribute to delivering a ‘bigger picture’ over time 

 
• …investment opportunities that are recognisable 

 
• … a ‘city north’ distinctive contribution to the Liverpool City Region offer 

 
 

• City North players, looking for…… 
 

• …ways to co-ordinate investment, assemble sites and target resources 
 

• …collective ways to raise sales and rental values to enable further investment 
 

• …deliver recognisable change and raise investor confidence and values   
 

• Local place and action groups, , looking for…… 
 

• …local projects, starting today that contribute to a longer term change 
 

• …ways to gain access to available sites and resources 
 

Consultation feedback _ overcome barriers to action and investment 



GreenPrint  
 

Ambition  



International perspective… city imaging and a clear identity 



City north perspective … connecting investment and attracting more  



Community action perspective – improving lifestyles today……  



Precedents – Vancouver : Green city _ Green Port 



Precedents – Nantes : Green Capital 



Precedents - Thames Gateway 



GreenPrint 
   

The Great Park 
 

 



Greenest city park 
in the UK within 10 
years….. 
 
Capture ** tonnes 
of CO2…… 
 
10 trees for every 
resident within 10 
years….. 
 
1000 community 
action projects….. 

Great Homer Street 
Great Mersey Street 
Great Crosshall Street 
Great Nelson Street…… 

The Great Park 



Great Park _ start with the assets, encourage ‘spin in’….. 



Great Park _ What’s new?? _ from capital projects to city identity, asset 
management and collective action….  



City North 

Investors 

C
it
y
 S

c
a

le
 

Strategic 

Projects 

Scale of Investment & Timescales 

Community 

action 

groups 

Great Park _ What’s new?? _ everyone is able to contribute in their  
own way…………..  

The Great 
Park 

Connecting 
threads 



GreenPrint  
for  

Growth 

GreenPrint – Great Park Projects 

2. THE 
GRiD 

3. THE  
LANES 

1. THE CITY 
GARDENS 

4. THE 
MOORINGS  



City Gardens 
 
Strengthen residential 
neighbourhoods 

 
• Gardens 
• City farms and allotments 
• Pocket Parks 
• Forest Schools 
• Street trees 

 
 

Attract residential developers 
 

• Site assembly 
• Neighbourhood parks 
• Approaches and gateways 

 
 

 

 

1. City Gardens 



2. Green Business Improvement District _ GRiD 

GRiD 
 
Support existing economies 

 
• Port and logistics 
• Maritime engineering 
• Resource recovery 
• Fabrication and workshops 
• Showrooms and trade retail 
• Oils and fuels 
• Building supplies 
 

Attract new economies 
 

• Site assembly 
• Green Environmental technologies 
• Research and development 

 
 

 



3. The Lanes _ east west greenways linking to the waterfront 

The Lanes – focus actions along 
prominent east - west and north - 
south meeting points: 
 

• Dunningsbridge Road 
 

• Knowsley Road 
 

• Millers Bridge 
 

• Bedford Road 
 

• Great Mersey Street 
 

• Sandhills Lane 
 

• Leeds Street and Islington 
 
 

 



4. The Moorings _ ‘investment ready’ clusters of high profile sites 

The Moorings – create and manage 
a land bank formed by clusters of 
sites/buildings able to accommodate 
big change to be accessed by local 
action groups and investors: 
 

• City farming and allotments  
 

• Cultural events and festivals 
 

• Sports and recreation 
 

• Housing 
 

• Employment 
 

• Habitat creation 
 

• Tree planting and woodlands 
 

• Others…. 
 

 
 









1 

Green Infrastructure and Growth 
Wales and North West England GI Forum  
31st October 2012 

Iain Taylor 

Partnerships Director, Peel Group 



2 

Introduction 

• Update on Atlantic Gateway 

• Adapting the Landscape 

• Port Salford 

• Community  
Environment  
Fund 

 



3 

Atlantic Gateway  

• Sustainability 

– Adapting the Landscape 

• Growth 

– Daresbury 

– MediaCityUK 

• Infrastructure 

– Ince Park 

• Connectivity  

– Ports  

– Airports 

– Bridges  



4 

Adapting the Landscape 

• Environmental Strategy (May 2010) 

– Mersey Bioregion – energy, food, climate 

– Innovation Axis – GI, jobs, environmental technology 

– Mersey Playgrounds – waterways, art, landscapes 

 

• Emscher Park 

• Thames Parklands 



5 

Port Salford 

• Enabling Infrastructure – supported by Salford and RGF 

• Contractor appointments imminent, scheme underway Jan ’13 

• Development of Port infrastructure supported by EU 

• Programme of  
delivery over  
next 5 years 



6 

Community Environment Fund 

• Included in response to LEP proposals – September 2010 

• “step change in social and environmental outcomes” 

• “voluntary 1% levy on all major development” 

• “consistent with ideas of a Big Society” 



7 

Community Environment Fund  

• Experiment 

• Community Forests Trust – accountable body, funded through interest 
earned 

• Port Salford Pilot – planned contribution of £290,000 

• Atlantic Gateway Process 

– Project Review Group 

– Design Review Group 

– AG Board decision 

• Match funding, exemplary 

• AtL review 

• AG Landscape Park 

 

 



8 

Thank you 

 

 

www.peel.co.uk 

Our aim is to create sustainable environments where 

people and businesses can thrive 

Iain Taylor, 0161 629 8366, itaylor@peel.co.uk  

 

 

mailto:itaylor@peel.co.uk


GI as part of the Local 
Sustainable Transport Fund 

Paul Nolan 





Evidence 



Kirkby 20145 

North Liverpool South Sefton 79212 

Speke 18147 

St Helens 20437 

Wirral 57121 

Dwellings within 5km of each scheme (estimated): 
 



 



 



Why did it happen? 

• GI Plan in place 

• Evidence base 

• Track record of delivery 

• Ability to engage with the long process 



Opportunities 

• Improve evidence base 

• Raise awareness of Grey/Green infrastructure 
combinations  - new way of engineering 
infrastructure. 

• Improve health and wellbeing of large group 
of people in some of our poorest communities 

– Job opportunities 

– Improved physical and mental health 

 


